From: Mugdan, Walter

To: Loney. Natalie; Shore, Berry; McGowan, Michael
Cc: Singerman, Joel; Carr, Brian

Subject: FW: Gowanus Follow-up

Date: Monday, August 03, 2015 5:55:29 PM
Attachments: Gowanus Presentation - July 28.pdf

See below. This is another in a series of requests for meetings on this subject. I’d prefer if PAD would
take the lead in responding (after we all decide on what our response will be) — let me know if that
is OK with you.

From: Craig R. Hommerman [mailto:districtmanager@brooklyncb6.org]

Sent: Monday, August 03, 2015 4:14 PM

To: Mugdan, Walter; Tsiamis, Christos

Subject: fw: Gowanus Follow-up
Hi Walter and Christos--

After having heard from the EPA at our Executive Committee meeting last Tuesday night about the
relative impacts associated with the citing of the retention tanks at the Gowanus, our committee is
interested in meeting with you or your representatives to talk more about this. We are especially
interested in the decision-making process that EPA faces now, given the City's responses, and how this
particular decision will be made as it stands to impact the community in a variety of ways.

Attached please find a copy of the presentation that DEP/Parks made to us so that you'll know what
information we've been given.

At our meeting, it was reported that the EPA will be making this decision "sometime this Fall" so we would
appreciate an opportunity for this discussion to take place beforehand. Our next Executive Committee
meeting is tentatively scheduled for 6:30pm on Tuesday, September 8th, location to be determined.
Please let me know if you or your representative will be able to attend to discussion this matter in greater
detail.

Also, since it has been awhile since we've heard from the EPA, by all means do feel free to include any
other pertinent updates within your presentation. Our liaison to the CAG has been quite excellent in
reporting back to us on the CAG-related activities. But unlike all of the other CAG members, as a City
agency the Community Board has a different and public mandate when it comes to local planning and
decisions such as the citing of the retention tanks is an important matter with consequences for us to
consider.

Thanks for your attention. | look forward to hearing from you.

Best, Craig

Craig R. Hammerman, District Manager
Brooklyn Community Board 6
250 Baltic Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201-6401

t. 718.643.3027 * f. 718.624.8410

w. www.BrooklynCB6.org
e. districtmanager@BrooklynCB6.org

Serving the neighborhoods of Carroll Gardens/South Brooklyn, Cobble Hill, Columbia Waterfront,
Gowanus, Park Slope and Red Hook

Sign-up for our newsletter + meeting notices + nabelerts!
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Environmental
Protection NYC Parks

Gowanus Canal
Combined Sewer Overflow Tank Siting

Brooklyn Borough Parks Commissioner Kevin Jeffrey

DEP Associate Commissioner Eric Landau

July 28, 2015





Backgroun NYC

Protection
In 2010, the EPA designated S L Wyckoff

Gardens -

the Gowanus Canal a
“Superfund” site because of
historic industrial contamination.

* EPA oversees the cleanup of
the Canal.

* The State (DEC) oversees Former Citizens N FF?Jflrt‘;‘j]f
the cleanup of the land where ~ “ GasWworksmMcpP /) MGP Site

[/ |

these industrial uses were
located.

* National Grid is responsible
for cleaning up the petroleum
contamination.

« The City (DEP) is responsible
for cleaning up existing CSO
sediments and reducing
future CSOs into the Canal.






The Clean Up Plan

1 Remove contaminated material from  National Grid . EPA
the Canal * New York City

Build an underground cut-off wall to

2 keep groundwater from « National Grid « DEC
recontaminating the Canal
Construct two CSO retention tanks to : « EPA
& reduce CSOs into the Canal NS ENS)  DEC
4 Remove contaminated soils from the . National Grid . DEC

surrounding areas





The CSO Tanks NYC

Protection

* To reduce CSOs into the Canal, EPA requires DEP to build two CSO retention tanks. On
June 30, DEP submitted its recommended sites for these two tanks.

WS

» Criteria used to make
recommendations:

o Community impact
o Engineering considerations
o Facility performance

o Cost

Recommended Sites

Park
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Tank 1: Recommended Site NYC

Protection

Key Features: Community Impacts:

« Underutilized land adjacent to outfall; « Existing DSNY and Gowanus Canal
partially City owned Conservancy uses could likely be restored

» Head house atop underground tank with after construction is complete (~5-6 years)

odor control
« ~$311 M to construct






Tank 1: Other Evaluated Site (Not Recommended) NY&

Protection

Key Features: Community Impacts:
» Head house atop underground tank with odor < EXxisting business would be displaced

control

« ~$336 M to construct






Tank 2 (RH-034) NYGC

Protection

Gowanus Houses NYCHA —
Wyckoff Gardens






Protection

Thomas Greene Playground and Context N¥G

Neighborhood Context: &
» Almost 40,000 residents within a 10-minute walk b
» Open space ratio in area 0.61 acres per 1,000 ;f--_f"? '
residents 3{4 =
- National standard: 2.5-10.5 acres per 1,000 ' ge
residents &= ek

» 17.5% obesity in Northwest Brooklyn

Park and Pool Usage: %
« Most popular intermediate size pool in Brooklyn

» Pool attendance ranges from 22,000-38,000 users

 Varied active use amenities: handball, swimming,
basketball, free play space, climbing and play
equipment

* Programming includes: learn to swim, swim team
use, summer camp use, meal service, special
events (including very popular basketball
tournaments)
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Thomas Greene Playground
Walk To A Park Analysis

Open Space Used
In The Analysis

: Approx, Area Within 1/4-Mile
of Thomas Greene Playground
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Tank 2: Recommended Site NYC

Protection

Key Features: Park Impacts:

« Underground tank adjacent to existing * No park impacts from tank construction
pumping station and outfall » Park and pool may be closed for ~4 years for

* Head house atop tank with odor control excavation, clean up, and park

« ~$490 M to construct reconstruction

11






Tank 2: Other Evaluated Site (Not Recommended) NY&

Protection

Key Features: Park Impacts:
» Tank located below Thomas Greene Park « Park and pool closed for ~8-9 years for
» Head house located above tank at western clean up and tank construction
portion of park with odor control * Permanent loss of 20% of the park for the
» ~$580 M to construct head house

» Occasional park closures or odors from
non-routine maintenance

12





What Happens Next?

The City prefers to build the tank at the head end of the Canal, not beneath
the pool. However, EPA decides where the tank is located.

The City believes one of three things are likely to occur next:

Possible Next Steps by EPA Park Impacts

EPA orders DEP to locate the tank at our
preferred location and defers to DEC on the
park cleanup

EPA orders DEP to locate the tank at our

preferred location and orders National Grid to
clean up the park

EPA orders DEP to locate the tank at the pool

None

Park closed for ~ 4 years

Park closed for ~ 8 or 9 years
and permanent loss of 20% of
park
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Discussion
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Facebook BrooklynCB6 * Twitter @BrooklynCB6 * Instagram @bkcb6

From: "Landau, Eric" <ELandau@dep.nyc.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 03, 2015 3:55 PM

To: "Hammerman, Craig" <districtmanager@BrooklynCB6.org>
Subject: Gowanus Follow-up

Craig,
Thanks again for taking the time to speak with me today about the Gowanus presentation last week.

As discussed, please find attached a copy of the presentation. We look forward to hearing additional
guestions or next steps from the Community Board after you meet with EPA.

Best,

Eric

Eric D. Landau | Associate Commissioner | NYC Environmental Protection
Bureau of Public Affairs

(718) 595-5489 office | elandau@dep.nyc.gov
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